
All Deaths in Alberta 

Death reported to 
the OCME* 

• OCME: Office of the Chief Medical Examiner 

Death not reported 
to the OCME 

Death investigation 
not in the mandate 

of the OCME 

Death investigation 
accepted by the 

OCME 

Inspection of the 
medical certificate  

of death by the 
OCME 

No further 
involvement of the 

OCME 

Case accepted by 
the OCME 

Death investigation by the 
OCME to clarify: 

- Identity of deceased 
- Date & place of death 
- Circumstances under 

which the death occurred 
- The cause of death 
- The manner of death 

 

No further 
involvement of the 

OCME 

• Source of Legal Authority: Fatality Inquiries Act 



Deaths sent by 
the Chief 
Medical 

Examiner to 
the Fatality 

Review Board 
for review 

Fatality Review 
Board recommends 
to the Minister that 

a  public fatality 
inquiry be held 

Deaths 
investigated 

by the 
OCME* 

OCME sends the 
recommendation 

to the Minister 

On the 
recommendation 
of the board, the 

Minister shall 
order that a 

judge conduct a 
public fatality 

inquiry 

Fatality Review 
Board does not 

recommend  to the 
Minister that a 
public fatality 

inquiry be held 

• OCME: Office of the Chief Medical Examiner 

Deaths not 
sent by the 

Chief Medical 
Examiner to 
the Fatality 

Review Board 

• Source of Legal Authority: Fatality Inquiries Act 


