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BACKGROUND: 

The Working Income Tax Benefit (WITB) is a federal refundable tax credit that provides tax relief for eligible low-
income Canadians. Individuals who are eligible for the Disability Tax Credit (DTC) may also receive a WITB 
Disability Supplement. 

The federal government replaced the WITB with the Canada Workers Benefit (CWB) in the 2019 tax year. 
Individuals who are eligible for the DTC may also be eligible for a CWB Disability Supplement under the replaced 
tax credit.  

Similar to the WITB, the CWB is a refundable tax credit that is intended to supplement the earnings of low income 
workers and improve work incentives for low-income Canadians. 

Note: CWB payments may be provided in advance. As a result, some Albertans may already be receiving these 
payments.  

CWB Payments as Income 
CWB payments are not included in the determination of income as they are not reportable to the Canada 
Revenue Agency (CRA) under the federal Income Tax Act (Assured Income for the Severely Handicapped Act, 
Schedule 2, section 1). 

CWB Payments as Assets 
In keeping with the intent of the CWB, these payments have not been exempted as assets. 

INTENT: 

To ensure that AISH policy accurately reflects the treatment of CWB payments. 

POLICY: 

The following policies have been updated: 

The Income Categories Table and the Income Type Exemption Table have been updated under the 
Income Policy.   

Government Payments 

https://hs.alberta.ca/AWOnline/documents/AISH%20Income%20Categories%20Table%2011_15_2019.pdf
https://hs.alberta.ca/AWOnline/documents/AISH%20Income%20Type%20Exemption%20Table%2011_15_2019.pdf
http://www.humanservices.alberta.ca/AWonline/AISH/7224.html
http://www.humanservices.alberta.ca/AWOnline/AISH/7225.html
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